TOMORROW

and rny boots were not come: the mail-coach, as you may
guess, set off without me. My poor father was in a terrible
tremor, and walked from room to room, reproaching me and
himself; but I persisted in repeating that Lord M. would not
set out the day he had intended: that nobody, since the
creation of the world, ever set out upon a long journey the day
he first appointed: besides, there were at least a hundred
chances in my favour that his lordship would break down on
his way to Portsmouth ; that the wind would not be fair when
he arrived there; that half the people in his suite would not be
more punctual than myself, etc.

By these arguments, or by mere dint of assertion, I quieted
my father's apprehensions and my own, and we agreed that, as
it was now impossible to go to-day, it was best to stay till to-
morrow.

Upon my arrival at Portsmouth, the first thing I heard was
that the Lion and Hindostan had sailed some hours before,
with the embassy for China. Despair deprived me of utterance.
A charitable waiter at the inn, however, seeing my consternation
and absolute inability to think or act for myself, ran to make
further inquiries, and brought me back the joyful tidings that
the Jackal brig, which was to carry out the remainder of the
ambassador's suite, was not yet under weigh ; that a gentleman,
who was to go in the Jackal^ had dined at an hotel in the next
street, and that he had gone to the water-side but ten minutes
ago.

I hurried after him: the boat was gone. I paid another
exorbitantly to take me and my goods to the brig, and reached
the Jackal just as she was weighing anchor. Bad education
for me! The moment I felt myself safe on board, having
recovered breath to speak, I exclaimed, c Here am I, safe and
sound! just as well as if I had been here yesterday; better
indeed. Oh, after this, I shall always trust to niy own good
fortune ! I knew I should not be too late.3

When I came to reflect coolly, however, I was rather sorry
that I had missed my passage in the Lion^ with my friend
and protector, and with most of the learned and ingenious men
of the ambassador's suite, to whom I had been introduced, and
who had seemed favourably disposed towards me. All the
advantage I might have derived from their conversation, during
this long voyage, was lost by my own negligence. The Jackal
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